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Inter-Disciplinary Learning is an important element of Curriculum for 

Excellence and constitutes one of the four contexts for learning as described 

in Building the Curriculum 3 (2008) 

 Ethos and life of the school as a community 

 Curriculum areas and subjects 

 Interdisciplinary learning 

 Opportunities for personal achievement 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning planned to develop the 

awareness and understanding of 

connections and differences between 

subject areas. 

Using learning from different subjects 

and disciplines to explore a theme or 

an issue, meet a challenge, solve a 

problem or complete a final project. 

 

A P7 class use learning from 

Mathematics on types of triangles and 

measurement of angles to complete a 

bridge building activity in Technologies.   

A P6 class investigate the countries of 

the European Union through examining 

their geography, political system and 

culture and how this is reflected in the 

work of artists from their chosen country.  

The class then organise a showcase of 

their learning including a Euro-Gallery 

and short presentations about each 

chosen country.  

 

 Interdisciplinary learning enables teachers and 

learners to make connections across learning 

through exploring clear and relevant links across 

the curriculum. 

 It supports the use and application of what has 

been taught and learned in new and different ways.  

 It provides opportunities for deepening learning, 

for example through answering big questions, 

exploring an issue, solving problems or completing 

a final project. 



 

 

The starting point for effective IDL should be: 

 The Experiences and Outcomes. 

A particular context eg Financial Education Week. 

A special or historical event eg The Olympics. 

 

IDL requires collaborative planning and can often afford 

opportunities to work across classes, levels and 

establishments. 

 

IDL planning should take account and be influenced by the 

interests, input and ideas of pupils. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Offer opportunities to engage in learning which is deep, 

challenging and relevant. 

 Have a clear focus on a small number of curricular areas. 

 Make clear connections with Literacy, Numeracy and 

Health and Wellbeing across learning.   

 Focus on a few carefully selected and relevant 

Experiences and Outcomes. 

 Be based on a theme/context/problem which requires 

knowledge and skills from different curricular areas. 

 Involve learners in in-depth investigation drawing on a 

range of sources. 

 Capitalise on opportunities to develop cross cutting 

themes such as Global Citizenship/Financial 

Education/Outdoor Learning. 

 Develop higher order thinking skills across learning.  

(Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

 Be clearly assessed through differentiated assessment 

criteria.  



 

 Stimulating learning and teaching which includes frequent 

and explicit reference to the knowledge and skills being 

developed and the connections across and within 

curricular areas. 

 Shared planning, assessment and moderation of 

standards between stage/level partners. 

 Identifying specific learning intentions for IDL as a whole 

and for individual learning experiences within it. 

 Identifying E’s and O’s from each curricular area and 

ensuring they are a natural fit to ensure coherence. 

 Differentiated success criteria which encompass the ability 

range in your class. (see would/should/could approach) 

 Clear plan of how assessment material should be 

collected and assessed with input from learners. 

 Allowing pupils to be active participants and leaders of 

their own learning to ensure personalisation and choice.  

 Clear planning across the curriculum to ensure pupils 

receive their entitlements and a breadth of learning. 

 Involving learners in active and collaborative learning. 

 Providing challenging and thought provoking tasks. 

 

 



 

 

A whole school strategy for IDL aims to ensure a 

consistent standard of learning and teaching for pupils 

and a clear progression of knowledge and skills from 

Early to Second Level and beyond.  

 

Key Considerations  

 

 Appropriate balance between disciplinary and inter-

disciplinary learning experiences across the school. 

 Clear progression of knowledge and skills from Early to 

Second Level. 

 Ensuring coherence of learners’ experiences. 

 Effective organisation of timetabling to promote IDL across 

classes, levels and establishments, 

 Provision of appropriate time and support for shared 

planning/teaching/assessment. 

 Monitoring and Evaluation of consistent standards by SMT. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1 

SELECT YOUR CONTEXT/THEME/CHALLENGE/PROBLEM 

Step 2 

WITH YOUR STAGE PARTNER SELECT THE CURRCIULUM AREAS YOU ARE GOING TO BE 

FOCUSSING ON.  

Step 3 

WITH YOUR STAGE PARTNER IDENTIFY THE EXPERIENCES AND OUTCOMES YOU WILL 

BE DEVELOPING THROUGH THIS IDL EXPERIENCES AND RECORD THESE ON YOUR PLAN 

Step 4 

BREAK THESE DOWN INTO PROPOSED LEARNING EXPERIENCES AND IDENTIFY 

LEARNING INTENTIONS AND SUCCESS CRITERIA FOR EACH. 

Step 5 

DISCUSS THE UPCOMING IDL WITH YOUR LEARNERS AND ALLOW THEM TO INPUT 

THEIR IDEAS USING KWHL METHOD.   

Step 6 

DELIVER LEARNING EXPERIENCES AND ADJUST PLANS IN LIGHT OF CHILDRENS NEEDS, 

INTERESTS AND ASSESSMENTS MADE ON A RANGE OF EVIDENCE.  DISCUSS 

ASSESMENTS WITH STAGE PARTNER AND AGREE STANDARDS. 



 

 

 Learners are motivated and involved; they demonstrate an 
inquisitive attitude. 

 Learners develop confidence in facing challenges, both 
intellectual and practical. 

 Learning is connected and directly related to real-life 
experiences. 

 Learners work individually and collaboratively. 

 It allows more in-depth exploration of topics, issues and 
problems within and across subject areas and disciplines. 

 It enables the understanding of different perspectives 
across subject areas and disciplines. 

 It makes learners want to understand the different 
curriculum areas in greater depth. 

 It promotes critical thinking by supporting learners to: 
o grasp main ideas and consider different ways of 

working across subjects and disciplines 
o compare and contrast what is learned in different 

subjects and disciplines 
o identify the appropriate knowledge and skills needed 

to investigate a particular issue or problem 
o bring together information and ideas from different 

subjects and disciplines, consider alternative ways of 
doing things or alternative solutions, predict 
outcomes and explain all of these 

o practise critical literacy skills in context. 
 It supports the development of skills for learning, life and 

work. 

 


